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WWII Veteran Al Taylor was a homeless youth during the struggling 

years of the Great Depression. He lied about his age to join the Army to get a 
warm bed and three meals a day. At age 18, he was sent to Hawaii and was an 
eyewitness to the attack on Pearl Harbor. He was assigned to triage making 
life and death decisions after the Japanese attack. Al emerged from the war 
and in the years following, he achieved a highly decorated military career 
This speaks to the conflicted youth of today. It’s not how you start in life but 
how you finish.  
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Scene 1 
Caldwell, Texas 

 

Narrator 1: Since the beginning of time, some children are forced into 
circumstances beyond their control. This is how it was for Alvis Taylor from 
Texas. It was during the Great Depression when things got difficult in his 
family. Food was scarce and his family was poor. Then his sister told a lie and 
blamed him for something she had done. Al's father beat him with a belt. The 
beatings continued and 12-year-old Al told his mother he felt he needed to 
run away for his own safety. Al took charge of his life and went to a town 50 
miles away to stay with a friend. 
 
William Taylor: I'm Al's father. It was awful that my son had to leave because 
I couldn't control my temper. I saw my wife crying when he left and I knew I 
failed them. Our country was caught up in the Great Depression which made 
me feel like a failure. I couldn’t do my job as a provider very well. My rage 
got the best of me and poor Al took the brunt of it. 
 
Narrator 2: Remember, during the Great Depression they didn't have food 
pantries or a welfare system like we have today. Hungry, uncertain of what 
tomorrow would bring, Al felt very alone counting on the kindness of others.  
By the time he was sixteen, all he wanted was his own bed and regular meals a 
day, so he lied about his age and signed up to join the army in 1939. After basic 
training, Al was sent to Pearl Harbor in Hawaii. 

 
Scene 2 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
 

Al Taylor: I’m Al Taylor and I was an eyewitness to the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor. On the morning of December 7, 1941, upon seeing Japanese planes, I 
called all officers, who were all doctors. They went to the Schofield Barracks 
Hospital to perform surgery on the wounded. I took over upon the orders of 
Colonel Gates and first I contacted the First Sergeant of Company A and 
found out I had 67 ambulance drivers who were medical technicians. I still 
needed 67 orderlies to accompany each driver. The orderlies were picked up 
on the way to Wheeler and Hickam Fields. For that I received the Legion of 
Merit. I felt it was undeserved so I refused. However, it was awarded to me 
by mail. 
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Narrator 1: The Legion of Merit is a medal awarded by the U.S. Departments 
of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Homeland Security. It is awarded to those 
in key positions or responsibility and power, for their service and 
achievements. Al felt he was just doing his job at Pearl Harbor and didn't 
deserve any kind of medal for it.  
 

Al Taylor: I was told to go pick up the patients on ships and in the water. I 
cannot describe our ordeal. I will just say we had people subject to fire in the 
water, and we had to load them in the ambulances. Many were wrapped in 
saran wrap and various ointments and medicines. Many were near death. We 
made 30 trips and transported them to Tripler General Hospital and morgues 
at Ft Shafter. We lost four ambulances due to bombing and road debris, but 
thankfully none of my personnel were injured.  
 

Narrator 2: Al's doctors worked for two days straight without a break and Al 
was impressed, especially with a skillful brain surgeon who saved many lives. 
But Al himself also made many life and death decisions at Pearl Harbor. The 
Army recognized that fact and transferred him to Letterkenny Army Depot in 
Pennsylvania to work a desk job. Later Al married a girl named Mary on his 
way to Officer Candidate School in Mississippi. He had a very successful 
military career. He and his wife traveled the world during his years of service. 
Their oldest son was born in Japan and two younger siblings followed. Al had 
an amazing career. He was commended for saving the United States millions 
of dollars with his brilliant ideas and his ability to negotiate.  
 

Scene 3 
Davenport, Iowa 

 

Al Taylor:  One day I had a phone call and learned that two middle school girls 
would like to come and interview me for a book project. I hadn't wanted to talk 
about my experiences at Pearl Harbor, but I felt my story needed to be told to 
school children. The girls came to the house and I talked with them along with 
their writing coach, the woman who started A BOOK by ME. 
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Kenzie Reimers: My name is Kenzie and I worked with my friend Gracie on 
Al's storybook. I just want to say that veteran Al Taylor was an amazing man 
to work with, and I got to learn even more about World War II. I've learned 
about "behind the scenes" of the publishing process and I've loved all of it. 
Gracie and I wrote and illustrated this story when we were in the 8th grade 
and we were both graduates of the infamous Class of 2020 where Covid-19 
made things complicated. The spring of 2020 was hard on us and definitely 
not as hard as what the WWII generation lived through when they were our 
age.  
 

Lorraine Powell: My name is Lorraine. My daughter was the writing coach on 
Al's project. I am watching from heaven, proud that she is interviewing 
veterans and learning more about the Great Depression and the war than she 
had ever known before. This work gave her a deeper understanding of my 
trials during the Depression. That my father was mean and hurtful so my 
mother divorced him which wasn't done much back then. And there was no 
such thing as child support and women didn’t make much money either. My 
daughter concluded my life with a divorced mom was rough. She started 
asking people to fill gently used purses with items women need and give 
them away to women who need hope. It’s called Love Like Lorraine since I 
was a good listener for hurting women in our community. 
 

Gracie Ryckaert: My name is Gracie and I helped preserve Al's important 
story with a children's book. I'll never forget that night at his house. To me 
writing for A BOOK by ME was an amazing opportunity. Giving someone 
something that they will be remembered by is an amazing feeling. My friend 
Kenzie and I were so happy that we found Al for our writing project. Then 
came the purse project that teaches kids of all ages that we can take action on 
behalf of people in need.  
 

Al Taylor: I'm now watching things happen from heaven too. I saw the first 
event with the purse project was a great success when over 100 purses were 
filled up to give away. My story and Lorraine's story were told and afterward, 
all of these purses were loaded up and taken to homeless shelters and schools 
who have high numbers of homeless or at-risk students. I was happy when 
they began filling drawstring bags or backpacks for men or boys in addition 
to the purses for ladies. It's a simple idea and good to do. 
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Lorraine Powell: Many women have a gently used purse in their closet that 
they can give away. Schools, youth groups, Girl Scouts and 4H clubs have 
filled purses and man bags. I’ve seen both the givers and receivers be moved 
by this outreach. A homeless woman received a purse and cried because 
someone cared enough to go shopping for her. A girl who was abused was in 
awe because the new lipstick inside her purse was her favorite color. It seems 
like people may feel less alone and loved when they receive a bag. 
 
Al Taylor: In honor of my service, I would like to see students make sure 
homeless veterans receive a bag with items inside along with a special thank 
you note for serving our great country. They need to know people care and 
that they are remembered.  
 
Lorraine Powell: Like Al, I never tire of seeing these people receive a bag after 
someone is inspired by our stories from the Great Depression. My daughter 
was nominated for a Jefferson Award in 2019. The award brought television 
exposure causing more people to be involved in purse giveaways. To date 
over 5,000 purses and man bags have been given through the Love Like 
Lorraine project. The Covid-19 epidemic has slowed down giving for the 
purse project when in reality more people than ever need to receive a bag and 
know they are remembered. Do it now, if you can. 
 
Al Taylor: Today I look down and see a very different kind of depression 
in America due to the epidemic. Sadly, most from the World War II 
generation are on lock down in nursing homes. They can’t see their loved 
ones. Or if they are lucky enough to be in their own home, they are limited on 
seeing people or going out. It is depressing, and the fact that 2020 is the 
75th anniversary of the end of World War II and there is no celebration for 
them is even more depressing.  
 
Lorraine Powell: It’s time to take action! Maybe groups performing skits 
about the WWII generation on Facebook Live would make a difference. Call 
the news channel near you and ask them to get word out so WWII veterans 
and others can be sure to watch.  
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Al Taylor: You may want to take the next step and interview a veteran before 
they are all gone.  Whether you fill a purse or a man bag and take it to 
someone in need or you join the army of ordinary students doing something 
extraordinary and preserve a story, you will be making a difference in 
someone's life today. The website understandingworks.org will tell you how 
to get started. I hope my story reminds people it doesn't matter how you start 
out in life, but how you finish.  
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